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ISfote suggests that FBI keeps secret files 

By Ross Gelbspan 
Globe Staff 


A recently released FBI docu- 
ment has raised suspicions that 
the bureau created secret files as 
late as 1985. despite sworn state- 
ments by FBI officials that the 
practice was discontinued before 
1980.. 

'A t 

During the 1960s and 1970s. 
the FBI maintained a set of secret 
records Ifnovm as “do not file*’ 

files that were used to conceal con- 
troversial FBI activities, such as 
political burglaries and wiretaps. 

That practice was supposedly 
stopped in the 1970s following 
revelations of FBI excesses by con- 
gressional investigations. 

An FBI records management 
official said in a deposition In 
1980 that the bureau had discon- 
tinued the practice of creating "do 
not file” files, according to New 
York attorney Marshall Perlln. 
who successfully prosecuted the 
FBI in a records-related case. 

An FBI spokesman on Friday 
denied that the FBI maintains “do 
not file” files. 

But a Feb. 15. 1985 FBI docu- 
ment, provided to the Globe by a 
source who asked not to be identi- 
fied, is marked by a typewritten 
“Ho not file” heading across the 
top of the document. .A handwrit- 
ten notation reads “Do not de- 
stroy w/o my permission.” The 
signature is blacked out. 

The 1985 document is a com- 
mqnlcation from Oliver Revell. 
the FBI’s executive assistant di- 
rector, to William Webster, former 
FBI director, citing a request from 
an aide to Henry Kissinger for a 
personal meeting with Webster 
about alleged harassment of Kis- 


singer by the Lyndon LaRouche 
group. 

FBI spokeswoman Sue 
Schnitzer said that the document 
was marked "do not file” because 
it contained no information or 
policy deliberations that were not 
already recorded in other FBI files. 
Schnitzer stressed there Is no cur- 
rent FBI category of records with 
“do not file” designations. 

"This document was strictly 
an informational status report 
from Revell to Webster, summa- 
rizing things in the file. There’s 
nothing In here that Isn’t in other 
files, so there’s no sense In filing 
It. since the material is already 
filed,” she added. 

But some congressional observ- 
ers and attorneys for the La- 
Rouche organization said they did 
not find that explanation persua- 
sive. 

Rep. Don Edwards (D-Calif.) 
said he was angered by the exis- 
tence of the document. 

“Our committee will strongly 
object to this sort of practice bv 
the FBI." said Edwards, who 
chairs the House subcommittee on 
civil and constitutional rights. 

“Relnstitutlng ‘do not file’ files 
would emasculate the oversight 
process. It would take us back to 
the bad old days when J. Edgar 
Hoover had a desk full of ‘do not 
file’ material which no one knew 
about until after he died,” he add- 
ed. 

Two weeks ago. Edwards called 
for congressional passage of a new 
charter to govern FBI investiga- 
tions. “That charter would re- 
quire a paper trail on FBI activi- 
ties. How can you exercise over- 


sight over the bureau if they’re 
hiding things?" he asked. 

The source, who asked not to 
be identified, added that he was 
“especially surprised that sucfc*a 
file involved people at the level of 
Webster and Revell." 

Several specialists said that 
two laws passed in the late 1970s. 
the Freedom of Information and 
Privacy acts, required government 
agencies to make known the exis- 
tence^ all records systems' 

Jerry Berman, an official of the 
American Civil Liberties Union in 
I Washington, said that “under the 
terms of the Freedom of Informa- 
I tlon Act, the Privacy Act and the 
1 FBI’s archival systems, any bu- 
reau correspondence is supposed 
to be properly filed.” He added 
that the privacy and freedom of 
information acts require federal 
agencies to acknowledge the exis- 
tence of all files, even If they with- 
hold specific entries in those file 
systems. 

The “do not file” files were 
used by the FBI. especially during 
Its investigation of black and 
antiwar activists In the 1960s and 
1970s, to conceal activities of 
questionable legality by FBI 
agents, according to several 
sources, all of whom expressed 
surprise that the FBI was still en- 
gaging in the practice. 

One person familiar with FBI 
operations in the 1960s said the 
old “do not file” files were used to 
"record black bag Jobs which 
would subsequently be reviewed” 
by FBI internal monitors to deter- 
mine whether the burglaries were 
properly authorized. 


That practice was described in 
a ”do not file” file which was un- 
covered by former Attorney Gener- 
al Edward Levi in 1975 and made 
public by a congressional commit- 
tee. 

One source familiar with the 
FBI’s investigation of groups op- 
posed to Reagan administration 
policies In Central America said 
the bureau used secret files to re- 
cord activities which may have 
violated the attorney general’s 
guidelines. That source asked not 
to be identified.. 

The recently released 1985 doc- 
ument refers to a request by a Kis- 
singer aide for a meeting that day 
with about the LaRouche organi- 
zation. 

The document notes that at a 
press conference the previous day. 
LaRouche released earlier corre- 
spondence between Webster and 
Kissinger, including a directive 
from Kissinger to Revell to deter- 
mine whether the FBI had a basis 
for investigating the LaRouche 
group “under the guidelines or 
otherwise.” . 

The FBI had investigated the 
LaRouche organization in 1982 
and 1983 for its alleged telephone 
harassment of Kissinger. Accord- 
ing to a Justice Department 
memo, that Investigation was 
closed in August 1983. 

Two attorneys for the La- 
Rouche organization said that nei- 
ther the request for a meeting 
with Webster nor the LaRouche 
press conference were recorded in 
other FBI files. * 


